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A Modeſt REPLY to the Unanſwerable 
Anſwer to Mr. Hoadly, with ſome Con- 
iderations on Dr. Sacheverells Sermon 


before the Lord Mayor, &c. 


Hlonour d Sir, 
IFN 


W AS your Opinion, That the Anſwer to 
Mr. Hoadly's Book againſt the Biſhop of Exe- 
ter's Sermon, would admit of ſuch a Reply as 
might, in ſome meaſure, ſatisfy the Author 
of that Anſwer himſelf ; becauſe (as you ſaid) 

he is a Scholar, and able to ſee Faults in his Reaſoning, 

when they ſhall be laid before him in a modeit way, with 
that clearneſs as you ſuppos'd me to be capable of giving 
him in my Reply, which you defir'd me to write. Now, 

Sir, tho I {hail endeavour to ſatisfy the Obligation you 

have laid upon me to conſider the Anliver, yet I cannot ſup- 

pu (were I Maſter of ever ſo much Truth and Clearnels) 

could give any Satisfaction to that Writer, tho I take 
him to be a Man of Learning. As to the Point he writes 
upon, he is as confident as if all his Arguments were Ma- 
th:matical Demonſtrations, tho they are very far from 
ſuch, as I ſhall endeavour toſhew to you, but not to him, till 
he can deveſt himſelf of ſome degrees of Aſſurance which 
appear in all his Writiogs: whereby it muſt come to paſs, 

that Reaſoning will not be calmly confider'd or well di- 

geſted by him, unleſs yoa can prevail upon him by way of 

Preliminary, to conſider with himſelf, that the higheſt 

pitch of human Underſtanding is to be acquainted with 

our own Weaknels, Vanity and Miſery 3 that all other 

arts of Knowledg and Improvements of Reaſon, tho at- 
tain'd with great Labour, are made uſe of not ſo much 
to ſatisfy our Wants, as to ſet off our ſelves to the World: 
fo that, with reſpe& to theſe Improvements, a Man may 
be eſteem d a rain-glorious, rather than a rational Creature 
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If yon can convince this Writer, that 'tis only thro 
Vanity that any Perſon thinks himſelf free from Pride, he 
might then ſee that the Spirit of Impoſition and Perſecution 
was always inſeparable from the Laudean Faction, whoſe 
Cauſe he has eſpous'd with no ſmall Zeal. This Party al- 
ways laid high Claims to Authority, and exercis'd it with 
a high hand whenever they gain'd it; inſomuch that it was 


no {mall occaſion of the late Civil War, and would now 


roduce the ſame effect if it could take place, and find the 
— Encouragement as before: which plainly appears by 
the Complaints and the Rage which they take all occaſions 
to manifeſt againſt the People of England, who will not be 
ſubject to their * The People's Subjection to 
the legal Powers of this Land would never ſatisfy this Par- 
ty ; but the King muſt be abſolute, and free from the Boun- 
darys of Law, I mean the Laws of this Kingdom ; and his 
Will muſt be the Supreme Law to his Subjects, whoſe Obe- 
dience muſt be call'd Apoſtolical, and declar'd to be the 
Duty of every Subject upon pain of eternal Damnation. 
'Tis no wonder that Men who indulg'd themſelves in 
ſuch abſurd Opinions, were always inclin'd to Perſecution 
of their Brethren : for the Belief of Abſurditys bas all a- 
long been the common Cauſe of Perſecution, eſpecially 
when ſuch a Belief is impos d under the pretence of Revela- 
tion. From hence it is that Fems, Turks and Chriftians 
have been the greateſt, if not the only Perſecutors; and a- 
mongſt the Chriſtians the Roman Catholicks have ever been, 
and ſtill are the greateſt and moſt inhuman Perſecutors, as 
being the moſt abſurd Believers : and the very Point upon 
which their fierceft Perſecutions have ariſen, and are now 
continu'd, is that Article of their Faith, which is of all 
ethers the moſt evidently abſurd; whereof our Right Re- 
verend Church-Hiſtorian makes this judicious Remark : 
There was no Opinion for which the Prieſts contended more 
ignorantly and eagerly, and that the People generally believ'd 
more blindly and firmly, than the Preſence of Chrift in the 
Sacrament ;, as if a firong Belief were nothing elſe but wink- 
ing very bard. hilt. Ref. Part 2. p. 104. I am far from be- 
lieving the Chriſtian Religion carries any Abſurdity in it; 
but Experience confirms, that ſome Men will u their ut- 
moit Skill and Confidence to ſupport their own abſurd 
Notions from Texts of Scripture, as the Papiſts would 
confirm their Tranſubſtantiation by This is my Body, Let 


any- 
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any Man of an ordinary Capacity conſider only the Doc- 


trine of Tranſubſtantiation, and it will at firſt fight ſhew 
it ſelf to be a monſtrous Abſurdity ; but when he (hall 
hear a Prieſt, with an Air of Authority, cite the Text I 
have now mention'd, and tell the poor. Layman, that he 
will certainly be damn'd if he does not believe Tranſab- 
ſtantiation, the poor Man is ſtagger'd, and will do his 
beſt to believe any thing rather than be damn'd for want 
of Faith, 

Now to remedy this Inconvenience, the firſt Reformers 
from Popery taught the People, that they ſhould not ſuffer 
themſelves to be frighted out of their Senſes by the air of a 
Prieſtly Authority and Confidence, but rather conſider 
with themſelves, and by what helps they could get, the 
meaning of thoſe Texts which the Prieſts made uſe of: and 
if upon examination they found the Concluſions which 
were drawn from the Texts to be abſurd, they ſhould eſ- 
teem ſuch Concluſions to proceed only from the Ignorance 
or Craft of the Prieſt, but not to be Deductions from Ho- 
ly Scriptare, And till of late it has been held in South- 
Britain for a Proteſtant Rule of interpreting Scripture, to 
leave that Senſe of a Text which implys any Abſurdity, 
and content our ſelves with that Senſe which the words will 
bear without any ſuch implication. So that at preſent when 
a Popiſh Prieſt will cite the Text, This is my Body, in or- 
der to convince a Man of I ranſubſtantiation, and tell 
him he'l be damn'd if he does not believe it : all this con- 
fidence has no effect upon an Englif Proteſtant, becauſe the 
Prieſt's Authority has not weight enough to overballance 
the Abſurdity of the Opinion. 

And if any other ſortment of Prieſts ſhall aſe the ſame 
Method to impoſe abſurd Notions upon us; as for inſtance 
That God has ſubjected Great Britain to the Tyranny of 
their Supreme Magiſtrate for the time being; and endea- 
vour to bully us into Slavery by repeating a Text of Scrip- 
ture, viz. The Powers that be are ordain'd of God; and they 
that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation: The Peo- 
ple are now grown ſo wiſe, that they will not be Prieſt- 
frighten'd into Slavery, but will conſider whether this 
Text won't admit of a fair Interpretation conſiſtent with 
the legal Rights of Engliſhmen. And if they can find out 
an Interpretation of this nature, they will, as Prote- 
ſtants, prefer it before Xe oroley Inſinuations, or the bul- 
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lying Rants of the Prieſthood ; but more eſpecially if it 
be probable that the Prieſt does not believe his own Doc- 
trine, which is the Caſe of this Writer. His chief Argu- 
ment is drawn from St. Paul's Expreſſion, The Powers that 
be are ordain'd of Cod; which he ſappoſes to refer to the 
Reign of Claudius or Nero over the Roman Empire. Nowy 
Sir, if he does really believe that Claudius or Nero had 
Leen commiſſi-n'd by God, would he not have thought 


bimſelf oblig'd by St. Panl's Doctrine to have ſworn Alle- 


giarce to either of them, and by the ſame Rule now to the 
Queen of Great Britain? Oh! ſays he, there is a Prince; 


and, fay I, he is fo much a Scholar as to know, that there 


was a Senate, wh» had an undoubted Right to govern the 
For State before it was nſurp'd by Julius Ceſar, and 
that Uſurpation continu'd by Claudius and Nero. "Tis 
ſtrange that this Writer can put ſo much weight upon that 
Text, as to infer that the Roman Emperor then reigning 
was commiſſion'd by God, and yet cannot ſee that the 
Queen of Great Britain now reigning is as much commiſ- 
fion'd by Him by whom Kings reign, as Claudius or Nero 
can be ſuppos d to have been in the time of St. Paul. Does 
he think this Text was made only for him to · bully and ban- 
ter withal ? Conſider farther, Sir, what it was which pre- 
par'd the People of this Land to caſt off the Yoke of Po- 
pery : iwas this, The People ſaw that the Prieſthood as 
then was made uſe of Scripture- Authority to enſlave them 
to a Power which was ſet up, not for publick Good, but 
for the private Intereſt of themſelves. This Diſcovery 


gave the Downfal to Popery : fo that People are now Dam- 


nation Proof againſt all che Thunder of Rome. | 
30:0ur'd Sir, Don't you now perceive that the Aathority 
of the Church of England is not at preſent what it has 
been, nor even that of the Scriptures themſelves ? And 
? Do you not eaſily dif- 
cern that ever“ baſe, abſurd, felfiſh or ſlavith Doctrine a- 
betted frm the Holy Scriptures, is a Millſtone hung up- 
on the Bonk of God, directly tending to fink its Credit 
Witt Mankind? 1 his Writer world do well to lay this to 
heart, becauſe where the tacred Authority of Scripture has 
been queſtion'd, he took up with a forry way of defending 
It; viz, Common or Anniverſary Cuſtoms being kept in 
uſe to commemorate any ſuppos'd Facts, is ſufficient proof 
that theſe Facts were real: whereas; Sir, you mou Oe 
fe now 
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know that Anniverſary Feaſts are ſtill kept up with great 
Solemnity, to confirm many abſurd Popiſh Legends. You 
may ſee every year a folemn Proceſſion in the City of 
Lisbon in Portugal, to confirm you that Jeſus Chriſt and 
the Virgin Mary came from Heaven to play at Cards with 
Sancta Roſa. You may ſee three Perſons carry'd about the 
Town with Put-Caras in their hands, to repreſent this Fact. 
It muſt be a large Volume which will contain the Hiſtory 
of all Solemnitys tending to this purpoſe. This Writer 
had better have left the Scriptures to ſtand upon their own 
bottom, as containing a Moral not Political Doctrine, fit 
for God to give, and for Men to receive: ſuch a Doctrine 
as does not make void human Reaſon, but aſliſt it; and 
therefore is well conſiſtent with good Senſe and common 
Honeſty,and far from being pernicious tothe publick Intereſt 
of Societies. If theſe Writers will believe this of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, not only the common People, but all Men of 
good Senſe will believe with them: but if they will cull 
out particular Expreſlions, and accommodate them to ſuch 
particular Deſigns, as viſibly tend to the extreme hazard 
of a Country, how can it be thought that theſe Prieſts are 
in earneſt for the publick Good? Oh, ſay they, tis to 
warn People that they may not be damn'd. Warn them 
therefore like a Proteſtant, and do not bully them like a 
Papiſt; and make ſach an Interpretation of the Text as 
is agreeable to common ſenſe, and which will infer no Ab- 
ſurdit y or pernicious Conſequences, and at laſt leave every 
one the liberty to examine it; and don't rant and rail 
down every one who diſſents from your Opinions. This 
Conduct is moſt becoming a Divine, becauſe it ſavours moſt 
of a Proteſtant, that is, of an Evangelical Chriſtian Spirit. 

But this noble Divine and his Sortment will ſay, I hat 
thele Texts of St. Paul have their Interpretation ſettled al- 
ready in the Book of Homilies, and therefore they require 
peremptorily our Belief accordingly. However, pray 
you, Reverend Sir, give me leave to examine if it be fo; 
and then to examine how far it is the Will of God that 
we ſhould believe in the Book of Homilies, Archbiſhop 
Laud has ſaid, that even the Subſcription of a Clergyman 
does not engage him to believe every Sentence contain d 
in the Homilies. I ſuppoſe his meaning was, that Subſcrip- 
tion was intended only to ſignify his Conſent to the uſe of 
the Book, which might be very uſcful; tho being only a 
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human Compotition, ſome few Miſtakes ſhould be found 


in it: fo that the Subſcription of the Clergy does not for- 
bid them, much leſs any other Perſons, to examine the 
Contents of it. Nor can it hinder the Legiſlative Power 
from enacting any thing for the publick Good, tho it ſhould 
be contrary to ſome Doctrine contain'd in the Homilies. 
And ſince a Caſe of this nature was lately 1 * to 
happen, the Arms of Reſiſtance, whereby the Prince of 
Orange became our rightful King, may with good reaſon 
of Law be defended, tho they ſhould not have been agree- 
able to the Homily-Book. For the Homilies, as this Wri- 
ter ſays, were enacted by Law; and therefore may, upon 
juſt occaſion, be in any Caſe repeal'd by Law: and fo far 
are they repeal'd by Law, which enacted King William right- 
ful King, that no Clergyman can be now underſtood to be 
oblig'd, by his Subſcription, to preach up Paſſive-Obe- 
dience to any future Tyranny which ſhall happen in the 
Government of Great Britain, | 

Bat becauſe I perceive the Doctrine of the Homilies bears 


ſo great a ſway with this Writer, I will conſider it more 


particularly for his ſake, whom I ſuppoſe to be (notwith- 
ſtanding what has been before ſuggeſted) a Man of Con- 
ſcience as well as Letters. Wherefore I delire leave to 
conſider whether the Doctrine of the Homilies be from 
Heaven, or of Men, If it be from Heaven, it obligeth 
the Conſcience, by virtue of its Divine Authority, and the 
Legiſlative Power of Great Britain cannot derogate a 
Tittle from it; but then the proof of its Authority muſt 
be made plainly appear from Scripture. This is what this 
Writer, and ſuch as he have endeavour d to do; and when 
they have receiv'd Anſwers to the Arguments which they 
Fave drawn from Scripture, they fly back again to the 
Homilies as their laſt retreat; not conſidering that the Ho- 
milies have no Divine Authority, but what the Holy Scrip- 
tures give them. But if the Doctrine of the Homilics be 
of Men, it may be null'd by the ſame Authority that eſta- 
bliſh'd it. This Author ſaid in his Anſwer, that 'tis eſta- 
biiſh'd by Law; and I fay, that the Doctrine of Paſlive- 
Obedience, as contain'd in the Homilies, is null'd by Law : 
for that Law which declar'd Milliam the Third (of Glo- 
rious Memory) to be rightful King of this Realm, did de- 
termine the Means by which he came to the Crown to be 
rightful Means; fo that if Reſiſtance be I by 
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Law, Non-reſiſtance in the like caſe is null'd by Law. 

But after all this he will ſay, that thoſe Divines who 
compos'd the Homilys were otherwiſe minded. And what 
if they were, may not you and I differ from thoſe Di- 
Vines, if we ſee cauſe? And if they had no Authority over 

ou and me, what Authority can they claim over the Legiſ- 
ſative Power of Great Britain? Arguments drawn from 
Authority were ever held to be of the weaker ſort, and 
by Logicians call'd Inartificial Arguments. Nor can any 
Arguments prevail over a Man who has addicted himſelf to 
the aſe of his Reaſon, but what are drawn from the Right 
of the Cauſe or the Reaſon of the thing. What then ſigni- 
fies the Opinion of antient Fathers, or of thoſe later Fathers 
who compos'd our Homilys, unleſs they had left behind 
them the Reaſons upon which they grounded their Opi- 
nions? Andaf they had left thoſe Grounds to us, we are 
ſtill not only permitted, but oblig'd to examine whether 
their Grounds were well laid ; that is, whether they infer'd 
their Opinions rightly or not from Sacred Scripture. And 
— is 2 a Right which all. Proteſtant Divines claim at 
4 15 ay. 

I will inſtance in a known Caſe of that celebrated an- 
tient Father St. Auſtin, whoſe Opinion was that Infants 
dying without Baptiſm ſhall ſurely be damn'd. This Opi- 
nion he grounded from this Text, Except a Man be born 
again of Water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom 
of God, John 3.5. Good Sir, may not you and I examine 
whether St. Auſtin's Inference from that Text be good or 
not? And if by reading the learned Annotations of 'Dr. 
Hammond, and thereupon conſulting the Goſpels, we find 
that the Kingdom of God does very frequently ſignify the 
Condition of the Church in this World under the means 
of Grace; may we not ſay, that St. Auſtin infer d a wro 
Concluſion, upon a miſtaken Suppoſal that the Kingdom o 
God did always ſignify the Condition of the Chriſtian 
Church in a State of Glory? Has St. Auſtin any ſuch Au- 
_ thority over you or me, as to enjoin us to believe that he in- 
fer'd right, when we plainly fee that his Argument was 
grounded upon a mere Miſtake ? Nay, can there be any 
ſuch Authority in the World, which can Yonvince us a- 
gainſt ConviRtion ? be. 

Now if St. Au/tin's Inferences may be examin'd, why 
may we not examine the Inferences of our Forefathers Ft a 
| mcr 
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later date, who compos d the Book of Homilys 7 Their Ar- 
gument for Paſſive Obedience is ſetforth in An Exhortation 
concerning good Order, and Obedience to Rulers and Magi- 
Rrates, contain'd in the Book of Homilys printed by the 
King's Printer, A. D. 1623. in the latter end of Which Ex- 
hortation the Argument ſtands thus, viz. Sr. Paul writeth 
to the Romans: Let every Soul ſubmit himſelf to the Aut ho- 
. rity of the higher Powers, = there is no Power but of God, &c. 
And fo repeating ſeveral Verſes of the ſame Chapter, Rom. 13. 
thus the Homily infers, viz. Here let us learn of St. Paul; 
The choſen Veſſel of God teacheth, that all Perſons having Souls 
(he excepteth none, nor exempteth none, neither Prince, Apaſtle 
nor Prophet, ſaith St. Chr ſoſtom) do owe of bounden Duty,and 
even in Conſcience, Obedience, Submiſſion, and Subjection to 
the high Powers, which be ſet in Authority by God; foraſmuch 
astiey be God's Liewtenants, God's Preſidents, God's Officers, 
God's Commiſſioners, God's Judges ordain d of God himſelf, 
of whom only they have all their Power, And the ſame St. 
Paul threatens no Jeſs Pain than everlaſting Damnation to all 
diſobedient Perſons, to all Reſiſters againſt this general and 
common Authority; foraſmuch as they reſiſt not Man, but 
God; not Man's Device and Invention, but God's Wiſdom, 
God's Order, Power and Authority. 
Now, Sir, what hinders but you or I may examine whe- 
ther the N in the Homily be rightly drawn from 
the Premiſes of St. Paul; eſpecially ſince implicit Faith is 
reckon'd with us as a Popiſh Sophiſtry ? Be pleas d then 
to conſider, that the Principle from whence Paſſive Obe- 
dience is drawn, is this, viz. The Powers that be are or- 
dain d of God. Now the Writer of the Unanſwerable Au- 
ſwer will agree with me in this Point, that it cannot be in- 
fer'd from this Text, that either K. William III. or her 
preſent Majeſty did receive each of em a Commiſſion from 
God, to diſcharge the Supreme Magiſtracy in the Iſland of 
Great Britain. If he would have infer d thus much from 
the Text, he would not refuſe the Oath of Allegiance, 
Who can refuſe Aliegiance and Active Obedience to God's 
Order, Power and Authority, as the Homily attributes to 
Sovereign Pries? But if this Writer will interpret the 
Text of St. Paul of the Partition and Lodgment of Su- 
preme Power in this Realm, then it muſt ſignify that the 
Legies Power is in the Queen, Lords, and Commons of 
Sl ritain, and the Power of War and 
3 Peace 
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Peace in the Queen only; but you know; Sir, that this 
Diſtribution of rhe Legiſlative Power, whereby the North 
Britons were join'd with us, was but of yeſterday. Why 
may not this Writer then agree with me, that the Mean- 
ing of that Paſſage in St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Chriſtians 
at Rome was only this, to let them know that their re- 
ceiving the Chriſtian Doctrine did not in any degree vacate 
or ſuperſede the Magiſtrate's legal Authority over them, but 
ſtill they onght to continue ſubject to the Laws of their 
Country in all things lawful! and honeſt; becauſe tis the 
Will of God that Government ſhoutd ſubſiſt in all Nations 
without being diſturb'd upon the account of the Chriſtian 
Doctrine? This Interpretation is much more probable 
than to ſay, That Claudius or Nero had a Commiſſion 
from God to rale the Roman Empire, And if this be the 
meaning of the Text, *tis manifeſt that the Concluſion 
which our Writer deduceth from it, and which as he con- 
ceives the Homily deduces from it, is not rightly infer'd. 
And this is a ſufficient Reply to all that this Author ever 
did write, or ever can write upon this Subject. 

Jam willing to ſhew my Reſpect to the Book of Homilys, 
and to thoſe worthy Divines who compos'd it: and there- 
fore if J can take their meaning by the right handle, I will 
not catch at the wrong: And truly I am of opinion, that 
we ought not to look upon Paſſive Obedience to be the 
Doctrine defign'd to be taught in the fore-mention'd Ho- 
mily; or that the Compoſers of it intended to infer that 
Doctrine from St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans. But their 
principal Deſign was to ſhew from St. Paul, that Papiſts, 
even Prieſts as well as Laymen, ought to be ſubject to the 
King's Authority, as-appears from the Concluſion of the 
Homily before-cited, viz. All Perſons having Souls (he ex- 
cepteth none, nor exempteth none, neither Prieſt, Apoſtle, nor 
Prophet, ſaith St. Chry ſoſtom) do owe Obedience, &c. I 
know, Sir, that there are other Homilys which are com- 
monly cited for Paſſive Obedience to Tyranny, which if 
nicely look'd into, would not bear all that weight which is 
uſually laid upon them: however it well becomes a Prote- 
ſtant Miniſter of the Goſpel to give a favourable Conſtrue- 
tion to the Homilys, and not to uſe the Authority of thoſe 
Books in favour of Popery, which were made by our Re- 
formers in oppoſition thereunto. And it our Forefathers, 
- truſting to the then Circumſtances with which they * 
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: dingly bleſs'd by God under Queen El:zabeth's Reddy 
Adminiſtration, did make too high a Compliment to the 


Royal Power in her hands, whereby they had been reſcu'd 


from cruel Perſecution ; it ill becomes us now to ſtretch it 


ſo far, as to ſubject our ſelves to the ſame Perſecution from 


which we have ever ſince been deliver d. 
But yet I cannot but obſerve, that all thoſe high-princi- 
pled Prerogative-Men, who have diftinguiſh'd themſelves 
y. the Characteriſtick of Loyalty, have ever been diſtin- 
aiſh'd alſo by offering up Incenſe to Popery. Twas this 
ert of People who encourag d K. James I. to forget the 


Powder-Treaſon fo far, as to difpenſe with thoſe Laws 
which had been made thereupon againſt Papiſts, and to com- 
mane his Judges to forbear the Execution of them notwith- 

anding their Oaths to the contrary, and notwithſtanding 
that oP Williams, the then Lord Keeper of the Great 
Seal, laid before him very 2 reaſon to do otherwiſe. 
The ſame fort of Men, eſpecially Archbiſhop Laud, diſ- 
coprag'd the juſt Averſion which honeſt Proteſtant People 
expreſs d againſt Popery in K. Charles T's Reign; and the 
{ame Prelate, by ting the Queen's Popith 3 
brought both his King and himſelf into a fatal Suſpicion o 
being Popiſhly-affeRed, and this Suſpicion occaſion'd a Ci- 
vil War. In K. Charles II's Reign, this ſort of People were 
the Favourers of the D. of York's Succeſſion to the Crown, 
notwithſtanding he had been judg'd by the Commons o 
England, in three Parliaments, to have render'd himſelf in- 
capable of executing the Kingly Office in theſe Realms, by 
apoſtatizing to Popery. And this Party does ſtill ſhew 
their inveterate Hatred to the People of Britain, for taking 
the Forfeiture of the Crown, and diſpoſing it to the Prince 
of Orange, when K. James II. was actually introducing Po- 
pery into the Realm. And tis by this Faction only, that 
the Succeſſion in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover is now 
incumber'd, by ſetting up this Principle of Paſſive Obe- 
dience to null the late happy Revolution and Act of Set- 
tlement; many of them having hereupon forſaken the Com- 
munion of the Church of En and, and withdrawn them- 
ſelves into Conventicles. And yet after all this they bave 
the Whore's forehead to ſay, that they alone are the true 
' Members of the Church of England, 

But God be prais'd, that the Body of the People will 
not join with them in their Faction, but rather ſuppoſe them 
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to be Papiſts in mask. Perhaps ſome will ſay, tis an um 
charitable Judgment: but why ſo? Did not Jeſus Chrift 
leave us this Rule to judg Men by; Te ſhall know them by 
their Fruits; Men do not gather Grapes from Thorns, nor 
Figs from Thiftles ? And if this Party has upon all occa - 
ſions ſerv'd Popiſh Intereſts, who can judg them to be any 
otherwiſe than Popiſhly- affected? They differ indeed from 


Papiſts in ſome Doctrines, and ſo they do from Proteſtants; 


but their Noftrums and particular Doctrines tend only to 
ſerve the Popiſh Intereſt, And tho I or ſome others, who 
have obſerv'd that tis uſual for ſome Men thro Paſſion or 
Prejudice to contradi& their own purpoſes, may ſuppoſe 
this Anſwerer to be no Papiſt ; yet I cannot fee that it 
would be any Breach of wax to think otherwiſe of 
him. For ſuppoſe, Sir, that the late Revolution had not 
been grounded ſo well as it ſhould have been, becauſe it was 
gain by the Arms of Reſiſtance ; * ſince twenty Lears 
ave eſtabliſh'd it to the Content of almoſt all the People 
of Great Britain, what need is there now to take ſo much 
pore to unravel it, and make it their whole buſineſs to ſhew 
ow deficient it was in its very Foundation ? What end 
on this ſerve but to ſet up the Pretender, and by his means 
opery ? 

This Writer adviſeth Mr. Hoadly to wink at ſmall Faults, 
and not ſtrain the Biſhop's Senſe too far, and make the beſt 
of things. Had he taken that advice himſelf, he would 
not have ſtrain'd the Book of Homilys to the imminent 
Danger of his Queen and Country. What if the Clergy 
of England did ſtrain a Text a little too far, in ſhewing 
their extraordinary Reſpe& to King Edward VI. and Queen 
Elizabeth; why ſhould he keep it itil] upon the ſtrain, and 
not ſuffer it to come to it ſelf by its own elaſtick Motion? 
It becomes him as a Divine to clear the Scriptures from 
all Difficultys. And what if the Senſe of the 13th to the 
Romans ſhould be no more than this, viz. Let all Chriftians 
know that the Chriſtian Inftitution does not free them from 
their Subjection to the Temporal Powers under which they har- 


pen to live; for tis the Will of God that Government ſhould 


be maintain d in Socictys : ſothat Rebellion in a Chriſtian is 
no leſs a damnable Sin than in another Man, And fince the 


Deſign of Civil Government is the Security and Peace of all 


its Subjects, the Chriſtians can have no cauſe to exempt them- 


A ſelves from Civil Eſtabliſhments, Thus far the Text will Sf 7 
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of its own arcord. But to infer from it, that God has 
made every King a Judg in all Cauſes wherein the Subject 
is concern'd ; and tho he judgeth wrong, yet we mult ſub- 
mir toit : is to ſtretch the Text beyond the Staple, and by 
that ſtrain to make the Text affirm what is falſe in fact. 
For no King of England was ever a Judg in all Cauſes, 
neither can our good Queen determine a Cauſe in her own 
Bench, Common-Plcas, or Court of Exchequer. You 
may make her Majeity a Referce, if mou pleaſe: but God 
has not made her a Judg, nor any bedy elſe a Judg in 
this Realm, For our Judges were ail made by the Queen 
or her Predeceſſors, who had Power from the Englaſh Con- 
ſtitution ſo to do, Yet theſe Judges are far trom being un- 
controlable ; but if they are faulty in the diſcharge of 
their Duty, they are ſubject to Puniſhment like other Men. 
In ſhort, the Otfce of a Judg owes its being to the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of theſe Realms before they were united. And 
every Magiſtrate, as to his diſtinct Character and particular 
Power, is, as St. Peter ſaith, a Human Ordinance. Here is 
Scripture for his Scripture: and if this Text were nicely 
examin'd, all Mr. Hoadly's Scheme might be prov'd by it 
as fully as this Writer has made out his Syſtem from 

St. Paul. | 
But to draw a Scheme of Political Government from a 
Text of Scripture, is too pedantical. Do not we laugh at 
all Sects for forming their Syſtems from ſingle Texts? 
This is my Body, ſay s the Papift : Swear not at all, ſays the 
Quaker : Teach all Nations and baptize, ſays the Baptiſt : 
And of late Mr. 7:cob found cut a. Text, to ſhew that eve- 
ry Man ought to wear Whiskers, which were the Cogni- 
Zance of his Se. So the Powers that be are ordain d of 
God, faith High Churchwan. Now I think that a Man 
may believe all theſe Texts of Scripture, without being of 
any of theſe Partys. I ſuppoſe the Anſwerer will agree 
with meas to the Papift, Gy ker, and Baptiſt, who lay the 
ſtreſs of their reſpective Opinions upon a Text not well in- 
terpreted; but does not perceive that he is caught in the 
lame net, by interpreting his Text to ſignify that all Kings 
are commiſſion d by God: whereas tis this Interpretation 
alone which forms his Syſtem, and juſtifies his Separation. 
For if all Kings are commiſſion d by God, the People can- 
rot take away ſuch a Commiſſion: nor can any King for- 
leit it, unleſs it be to God alone. And hereupon it will 
| follow, 
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follow, that K. James II. was wrongfully excluded, and 
that the P. of Orange had no Right to the Crown, and 
many other ſuch Conſequences as theſe mult be allow'd, if 
his Interpretation ſhould be right. Wherefore it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, that this Divine ſhould make out his In- 
terpretation to be very plain by concurrent Scriptures and 
evident Reaſons, For till that be done, we can only rely 
upon his ſingle Authority, which is ſcarce ſufficient to bear 
ſo great a weight as the Welfare of the Britiſß Nation, 
and of the Proteſtant Intereſt all over the world. 

'Tis true, it would be well for this Faction (at leaſt they 
think ſo) if by the dextrous Interpretation of a. Text they 
could gain Authority to diſpoſe of Royal Titles: but they 
do not conlider, that the Pretender will allow them no 
Right of interpreting the Holy Scripture at all, They do 
not con ſider, that hereby they take the Pope's pretended 
Power into their own hands. Wherefore it would be bet- 
ter for any Prieſt hood, which pretends to be Proteſtant, to 
lay aſide theſe pretences, and ro ſuffer the Laws of every 
Proteſtant Country to determine the Titles of Princes and 
the Obedience of Subjects; eſpecially ſince the Proteſtant 
I aity are agrecable hereunto, and can diſtinguiſh Popery, 
tho cover'd with a Proteſtant Mask. So that this Deſigu 
| being not likely to ſucceed, it may poſſibly take another 
1 turn than they are aware of, and give occaſion to the Laity 
ö to look with a jealous eye not only upon the Prie ſthood, 
| but on the Scripture it ſelf : At leaſt it will make them 
think, whether the Scriptures are not as immediately put 

into their hands, as into the hands of the Clergy ; and 
whether they may not, nay ought not to intecpret the 
Scriptares for themſclves. In ſhort, Sir, you know that 
Proteſtants expect that every Divine ſhuuld make ſome proof 
of that Interpretation which he puts upon a Text of Scrip- 
ture. And if this Divine ſhall not make it out that St. Pa 
in ſaying, The Powers that be are ordain'd of God, meant, 
q as he interprets, That all !1awfal Magiſtrates are comnmittion' 
| by God; both his Unanſwerable Auſwer, and all his other 
N Writings upon this Subject fall to the ground. He knows 
very well, that we are not to be put to prove a Negative 
againſt him; but 'tis his part, Who has atfir:a'd, to make 
ont the Proof, But to add to the IDifficalry which lies upon 
nch, it ſeems there are ſeveral prob2vie Ar uments, from 
hene it may be infer'd that by vill never make out the 
Fro of his Interpretation. 
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1. Becanſe it does not appear that our Saviour Feſi : | 
Chriſt laid down any Scheme of Politicks for the Govern- : 

ment of any Country, or gave any thing of that nature in 

charge to any of his Diſciples. And when the Jems put 
that enſnaring queſtion to him, Whether it were lawful 
to pay Tribute to Ceſar or not; he very warily avoided 
giving a particular Determination to it,but only anſwer'd in 
2 that they ſhould give Ceſar his Due. And accor- 

ing hereunto, St. Paul directed, That Tribute Hould be 
paid to whom Tribute is due, Fear to whom Fear, and Honour 
to whom Honour. The Delign of Jeſus Chrift and his Apo- 
ſtles was of another nature, to inſtil moral Vertue into 
Mankind upon Principles of Faith in God's Promiſes, to 
make them juſt and kind to one another, to live as Bre- 
thren, to be uſeful in their Stations, and to give no diſtur- 
. to the publick Weal, or to any Man in bis private 

acity. 

2 'Tis not probable that St. Paul did believe that the 
Roman Emperor, in whoſe Reign he wrote this Epiſtle, was 
indeed commiſſion d by God to take upon him that Govern- 
ment; for according to the beſt computation which Chro- 
nologers have made, this Epiſtle was wrote in the Reign 
of Claudius or Nero. Now if St. Paul knew arſy thing of 
the Roman Affairs, he may be well ſuppos d to know that 
about eighty Years before Claudiuss Reign, Julius Cæſar 
uſurp'd the Government of Rome from the Senate into his 
own hands, and that this Claudius was but the fourth Suc- 
ceſſor from the Uſurper ; ſo that it is not likely that St. 
Paul ſhould ſuppoſe Claudius or his Succeſſor Nero to be 
commiſſion'd by God, But if all the Powers that be are 
commiſſion'd by God, then Julius Ceſar and Oliver Crom- 
wel were ſo commilſlion'd ; and alſo King William III. and 

her preſent Majeſty were as well cominiſſion'd as Claudius 
or Nero. And then, as our Homily Book ſays, all Prieſts " 
as well as Laymen ought to own their Authority, according 
to St. Paul's Doctrine. But if Claudius and Nero only con- 
tinu d and carry'd on Julius Cæſar's Uſurpation, as appears 
in Roman Story; all this Writer's Argument is at an end: 
and to be ordain d of God, ſignifies no more than to ſubſiſt 
by Divine Permiſſion, However, St. Paul directs all Chriſ- 
tians for peace-ſake to ſubmit in all lawful things to their Ad- 
miniſtration, to carry with them a peaceable Temper, and 
4 not to diſturb a Government under which God's Providence 

8 has caſt them. 
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By this you may ſee who are the Movers of Sedition and 
Patrons of Faction; who with their King Adams and King 
Noahs, and ſuch-like whimfical Fancys, endeavour to ſub- 
vert the Britannick Government which is ordain'd by God; 
ſuch who by caſting off the Miniſtry of Jeſus Coriſt change 
themſelves into ill Miniſters of State, to breed diſturbance in 
a ſettled Society under a good and gracious Adminiſtration : 
theſe, according to St. Paul, ſhall receive to themſelves 
Damnation, I ſay, that if St. Paul had inquir'd into the 
Roman Government, he would have found that Julius Ceſar 


by his Uſurpation had ſet up the Roman Empire: but tis 


more probable he never enter d into this Inquiry, his head 
being ſet upon other matters, the Care of all the Churches 
coming daily upon him, and the Diſcharge of his Apoſtoli- 
cal Office, which indeed he recciv'd by a Divine Commiſ- 
ſion, taking up, as may be well ſappos'd, all his thoughts: 
ſo that when he appeal'd to Ceſar, it was only to gain op- 
portunity to preach the Goſpel at Rome. Bur whillt St. 
Paul's Example recommends to all Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
that ſetting aſide Political Syſtems, they ſtudy to do their 
Duty, and live peaceably and quietly under that Govern- 
ment which God's Providence has ſet over them; there are 
ſome who under pretence of St. Pauls Authority turn their 
Heads to Politicks, and laying aſide their Evangelical Mi- 
niſtry are Preachers of Political Syſtems, to the Subverſion 
of the Proteſtant, that is, the Evangelical Profeſſion of 
the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, and to the overturning of all the 
Governments in the World for want of Divine Commiſſions. 
I ſpeak it with a Chriſtian Concern; the Fault is very great, 
and fo is the Puniſhment aſlign'd to it by St. Pa. 
Conſider, Sir, that the Doctrine of Paſlive Obedience 
as it was firſt preach'd by Sybthorp and Manwaring, a 


approv'd at Court, gave ſuch an occaſion of Diſcontent, 


as at laft fermented into a Civil War, Conſider that 
the Well-bred Doctrine of Pafſrve Obedience (as this Writer 
calls it) is but a ſcurvy Compliment to her preſent Ma- 
jeſty, and of dangerous conſequence to the whole King- 
dom, as ſerving only the turn of the Divinely-commiſlion'd 
Pretender. And ſome of this Author's Expreſſions, tho in 
general words, intimate that he is not without hopes of 
writing long enough to bring about ſuch a Revolution: 
tho all that he has writ hereupon 1s little elſe but Tautolo- 


A ang] Repetition, there * but one Argument in all his 


Writings, 
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Writings, which muſt be anſwer'd over and ever again, 


to ſatisty his Importunity. And therefore I ſhall once a- 
gain conſider his Notion of a Divine Commiſſion, which, 
according to him, all lawful Magiſtrates bear, not excepting 
Tithing-men and Petty Conſtables z tho the drift be chiefly 
aims at, is to ſhew that the Supreme N has ſuch a 
Commiſſion, and therefore that the rep 

hae againſt any ill uſe he may ma ch a Com- 
miſſion. 

This being the Subject of ten years Lucubrations of this 
Author, it muſt have been carefully conlider'd, fince it is 
ſo. earneſtly inſiſted upon, and the Souls of all the People 
of Great Britain are ſo much concern'd herein. But he bas 
not explain'd how the Sovereign Powers of this World 
ſhall know that they have ſuch Commiſſions, nor how the 
ſame Commiſſion ſhall be made known to the Subjects; 
both which Inquirys are very material. on both ſides. For 
it is fit that an honeſt and prudent Governour ſhould ſatisfy 
himſelf that he has indeed ſuch -a Commiſſion, before he 
pretends to act by virtue of it; otherwiſe he may wrong 


e of 


others, and run a great riſque himſelf, Wherefore to you 


it belongs firſt, O ve Kings and Princes. of the Earth, to 
ſatisfy your ſelves of your Divine Commiſſions to admini- 
ſter your reſpective Governments, that you may juſtify your 
Actions to your People, and not be found Invaders of an 
Authority which God alone can diſpoſe of: Such a Com- 
miſſion being a 2 Security to any Prince, not only a- 
ainſt his Subjects at home, but againſt his Enemys abroad. 
hat a Weakneſs was it in King Auguſtus of Poland, that 
he did not ſhew his Commiſſion to the King of Sweden? 
Such was it in the French King, that he did not ſend a Co- 
py of his Commiſſion to her Britannick Majeſty, who b 
the Principles of the Church of England, which ſhe 
faithfully protects and ſo brightly adorns, cannot but pay 
a profound reſpect to ſuch a Divine Commiſſion ;, ſo as to 
recal her Armys, that they may not diſtreſs, much leſs de- 
ſe this Divine Commiſlioner. The French King is grown 
into dotage, to keep up ſo great an Army now Corn is 
dear, to detend his Frontiers, when only by ſhewing his 
Divine Commiſſion, all this Charge might have been fav'd. 
And if Li/te, T ournay, and Mons bad been in the Com- 
miſſion, his Frontiers would have been intire at this day. 
But tho Divine Commiſſions are not very frequent in thefe 


days, 
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days, yet it may be ſuppos'd that ſome ſuch things have 

n heretofore, And therefore it may not be altogether 
needleſs to inquire, how ſuch commiſſion d Officers were 
conſcious to themſelves, and how they did convince others 
that they were ſo commiſſion d. We read in the Book of 
Exodus, that Moſes was commiſſion'd by God to demand 
the Freedom of Iſrael who were retain'd in Egypt. But 
before he began to execute his Commiſſion, he ask d of God 
by what means he ſhould ſatisfy Pharaoh that God had in- 
deed ſent him to make that demand. And hereupon God 


made himſelf known to him by name, and alſo made him 


conſcious to his own Commiſſion, by enabling him to work 
two Miracles upon Aarons Rod, and impower'd him to de- 
monſtrate his Commiſſion to the Egyptians by many more 
Miracles which ke wronght before them. But by what 
means any lawful Magiſtrate (from a Sovereign Prince to 
a petty Conſtable) can convince himſelf or any body elſe 
of his Divine Commiſtion, this learned Writer has not yet 
explain'd : but at this day it is only left to the Laws of 
Great Britain, to ſet forth the Buttings and Boundings of 
every Magiſtrate's Power within the Realm; and every 
Commiſfion-Officer, both great and ſmall, has his Com- 
miſſion only deriv'd from antient Laws and Cuſtoms of 
the South and North Parts of the Kingdom. The Polar 
ders commoyly chuſe their Kings, but the Pacta Conventa 
of that Nation determine their Power. The Exgliſh upon 
extraordinary occaſions have done the like, but the antient 
Cuſtoms and Statutes of the Land have limited their Au- 
thority : ſo that the Adminiſtration of the Britiſhß Govern- 


ment needs not the Amuſement of a Divine Commiſion. 


But all this will not ſatisfy our Author, unleis we can 
ſolve this doubt: for here, ſays he, is the difficulty, How 
ſhall the Sovereign Prince have power over our Lives but 
by a Divine Commiſlion, ſince no Man has power to dif: 
ſe of his own Life, at leaſt no Man has Aathority to 
Hl bimſelf ? Now the utmoſt that this Argument amounts 
to, is this, That ſince he cannot underſtand upon what 
grounds Man may he put to death in a Civil Government, 
except the chief Governor be commiſſion d by God, there- 
fore the chief Ruler is ſo commiſſion'd. Thus tlie Papiſts 
rgue, That becauſe they cannot underſtand how there can 
© an end of Controverlys unleſs God has made an infalli- 
ble Judg, therefore ſuch > Jude he bas made. But co this the 
ers 3 2 


= 
0 — 


. gpent Ap 
N K * - , 7 


(20) 


Proteſtants reply, What if there be no need of ſuch a 
Judg ? then 'tis alſo probable that God has not made any 
ſuch. And fo fay I, What if the Queen has no power over 
her Subjects Lives ? then tis more than probable: that ſhe 
has receiv'd no ſuch Commiſſion, Our Lives in Britain are 
not ſubjected tothe Queen, but to the Laws; neither bave 
the Makers of theſe Laws any Commiſſion from God to 
enact them. But a third Part of our Legiſlative Power 
is commiſſion'd once in three years at leaſt by the Free- 
holders, according to antient Cuſtom z and by virtue of 
this Commiſſion they can enact capital Puniſhments. And 
I can ſee no reaſon why the Queen and Lords ſhould ſtand 
in need of a Divine Commiſſion, any more than the Com- 
mons. Tbe Legiſlature is juſtify d ſufficiently by antient 
Cuſtom; and the late happy Conjunction of the Legiſlative 
Powers of South and Nort h- Britain into one, is juſtify'd by 
the mutual Conſent of both Parts of the Iſland. And now 
ſince all our Lives and Fortunes are ſubject only to the 
Laws, and not to the Queen's Will, it muſt be a great Pre- 
ſumption for an Ir; Pricft to take upon him to aſſure a 
Britiſi Monarch, that all our Lives are given by a Divine 
Commiſſjion into his power, But fince the Notion of Kingly 
Power's being the iame with Patriarchal, does not permit 
a Queen to be capable of any Sovereignty, the well⸗ 
bred Hoctriue of Paſlive Obedience, which is fo amply ſet 
forth by this Author, is not well-fitted to be entertain'd in 
her Majeity's Cuurt. And yet this Faction have for twenty 
years paſt valu'd themſelves for complimenting the Crows 
with the inſignificant Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, tho 
at the lame time 'tis their ſtudy to ſhew, that this Obe- 
dience is not due to the Sovereigns who wear it, All Ma- 
giſtrates aft by Divine Commiſfon, ſays this Anthor, pag. 7. 
numb. 4, Put has the Queen this Commiſſion 2 No ſurely 
he will not allow that; but K. James had it, and the Crown 
bas it ſtill: fo that at preſent Paſſive Obedience lies dor- 
mant, and yet makes more noiſe than ever it did. 3 
Suppole that a Sp π f Prieſt had liv'd in Amfterdam when 
the Darch made their Revolution from the Spaniſh Tyranny, 
and cliaim'd their Rights which had been deny'd them; and 
that this Prieſt ſhould have ſhewn his diſſatisfaction thereat, 
not only by refuling his Concurrence thereto, but by open- 
ly writing for many years together againſt the Principles 
and Grounds of that Revolution: ſuppoſing alſo that 5 
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Prieſt had been permitted by the chief Penſioner of Hol- 
land, who is as it were Principal Secretary of State, to 
write thus in oppoſition to the Government, tho at the 
ſame time he exercis'd his Authority againſt an honeſt 
Dutch Writer, who made it his Buſineſs to obſerve the Igno- 
rance and Impudence of this Spaniſh Prieſt : Suppoſing alſo 
that an eminent Divine of Amfterdam, dignity'd by a par- 


_ ticular Call of the State, ſhould have fallen into the ſame 


meaſures with the Spaniſo Prieſt, and aſſerted the ſame 
treacherous Notions, tho a little obſcur'd, in a publick Ser- 
mon before the States-General, and this had been ſuffer'd 
with Impunity; doubtleſs many would be the Speculations 
of the Merchants and Traders of Amſterdam. Some would 
call to mind the Complaints of their Fathers, and bethink 
themſelves how they ſhould harden their Necks to receive 
the Spaniſh Yoke again. The Religious Proteſtants would 
think of Antichriſt, and the Whore of Babylon. Wife 
and Children would take up the Thoughts of the common 
Burghers. All wiſe Men will take care how they declare 
themſelves againſt the Spaniſp Title, and the Friends to the 
Dutch Government muſt needs be diſcourag d. But wha 
would the good Genius of Holland ſay upon ſuch a Caſe ? 
Ariſe honeft Dutchmen out of your Slumber, and let your 


Enemies, 


Moderation be known unto all Men, to your Friends as well as 


t 
As for Dr. Sacheverell's Sermon, preach'd at St. Paul's 


laſt fifth of November, of which you delire my Thoughts; 


*tis ſuch a Rant from beginning to end, that it will not 
admit of any methodical Conſideration, becauſe there is 
no Method in it, It has been uſual for Preachers, upon that 
high Feſtival, to confute ſome Popiſþ Doctrine, commonly 
the Pope's univerſal Sovereignty over the Church of Chriſt, 


and to ſhew that it had no ground in Scripture or Rea- 


ſon; or elſe to eſtabliſh ſome Proteſtant, i. e. Chriſtian 
Doctrine, which was undermin'd or contraven'd by 
Antichrift, But inſtead of ſomething of this nature, the 
Doctor thews his Reſentment againſt ſuch Proteſtants, who 
are, like true Brethren, willing to bear with ſuch Chriſ- 
ians who hold the fundamental Doctrines of Chrift Jeſus, 
uch as Faith, Repentance, Charity, and the like, tho 
they do not join in the ſame Forms and Ceremonies with 
others of the ſame Chriftian Profeſſion. Theſe are the 


People againſt whom he ſhews his Reſentment with ſuch a 
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Spirit of Popery, as was ſutable to the Temper of Hilds: 
brand. This ſort of Proteſtants he calls falſe Brethren, 
and ſays, that they are 3 to the Church, by being 
willing to barter the Catholick Doctrines for a Mungrel U- 
nion of all Sects, by taking in Schiſmatical Presbyters without 
Epiſcopa Ordination, which would unchurch the very Church, 
annihilate her Conſtitution, pag. 10. He goes on with 
his Complaint, That ſome People defend Toleration, and 
wndey pretence of Moderation excuſe Separation, and lay the 
fault on the true Sons of the Church for carrying Matters 
roo high, ibid. Theſe are the things which the good Doc- 
— is very much diſturb'd at, and for which he preſcribes a 
emedy. Pag. 23. Let our ſuperior Paſtors do their Duty 
in thundering out their Eccleſiaſtical Anathema's ;, and let any 
Power on Earth (ſays he) dare to reverſe a Sentence ratify'd 
in Heaven, Another thing which ęrieves the Soul of the 
Doctor, is, That the utter [legality of Refiftance, upon any 
Pretence whatſ oever, which has been ſo long the honourable 
and diſtinguiſbing CharaSeriftic of our Church, is now, it 
feems, quite exploded as ax unjaſhionable and dangerous Te- 
et pag I2, * 
| By eſe ſhort Sketches you may ſee what are the great 
Grievances the Doctor complains againſt to my Lord 
Mayor, viz. the late Revolution, and what ſoon follow'd, 
viz, the Toleration: Theſe two extraordinary Contingen- 
ces he thinks have made ſuch a breach in the Doctrine of 
the Homilies, that Popery has been kept out of Britain 
' theſe twenty years laſt paſt, For if the Revolution had 
not happen d, there would at this day have been no want 
of 8 Anathemas againſt the Doctor and his true 
Brethren, if they had ſtood their ground: fo that me- 
thinks, tho the Revolution was not gain'd by Paſſive-Obe- 
dience, yet a true Churchman, if he were alſo a true Pro- 
teſtant, might overlook a ſmall fault in the Revolution 
which preſerv d the Church of England from a tyrannical 
and foreign Juriſdiction 3 and might endure that a few Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, who join'd to ſave our Church from Po- 
pery, might enjoy their Conſciences in the Worſhip of 
= when the true Churchmen, who heretofore "Seve 


ted from Popery, never pleaded any more for their Sepa- 
ration than merely their Conſciences. At leaſtwiſe this 
Doctor ought to have ſhewn by Scripture or Reaſon, that 
the late Revolution was a dammable Sin, and fo likewiſe 


Way 
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was it that Proteſtants ſhould permit one another to be ſin- 
cere in the Worſhip of God. But the Doctor does or 
think fit to lay down his Texts of Scripture, or his Reaſons 
hereupon ; but only inſinuates that the Authority of the 
Homilies is in ſome meaſure a Sufferer, by permitting theſe 
things to be done, Did the DoRor think that my Lord 
Mayor, and Aldermen, and Citizens, do not underſtand 
Scripture and Reaſon, as well as Homilies ? But this way 
of proceeding had not been agreeable to that haughty ma- 
giſterial Air, which he was pleas'd to ſet himſelf off by, in 
commanding rather than convincing his Congregation. 

I am thinking, Sir, that if ſuch Sermons were frequent 
the only effect they could produce is to raiſe up a Spirit o 
Diſcontent in -a few hot-headed People, which at laſt may 
deſerve the notice of a Parliament; ſuch Diſcourſes bring- 
ing no Light to the Mind, but only Heat to the Brain. 
Suppoſe you ſhould be of Opinion, that the Church were 
not in any danger, yet this Preacher would caſt all the Suf- 
Picions he could raiſe into your Mind, and ſhew you that 
you ought to believe the Church was in danger in the gene- 
tal, tho in no particular Point whatſoever. I think he 
would have it that the Homilies are in danger, but I have 
wrote ſo much in this Letter about them, that I_do not 
care to add any more, unleſs you ſhould think fit to move 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons to declare by a Vore, 
That henceforward there ſhall lie no Obligation from the 
Book of Homilies upon any Churchman, who has ſub- 
ſcrib'd them, to ſhew their true Church of England Teal, 
either againſt the late happy Revolution, or the Act of 
Toleration ; as alſo to declare, That no antient or modern 
Fathers of the Church have any Authority to limit the 
Power of a Britiſh Parliament, in matters belonging to the 
Churches and State of Great Britain, Hereby tis poſli- 
ble that this Controverſy may in time be brought to a 
Concluſion, or elſe the Homilies of the Church will be 
urg'd in contradiction to the Acts of State, till it ſhall ap 
pear whether the State will be at the pains to govern the 
Church, or elſe ſubmit to be govern'd by it. 

Something methinks ſhould be done, by way of preven- 
tion, for the greater Security of future Parliaments: for if 
the good Biſhop of London, being an old Man, ſhould be 
ſucceeded by Dr.Sacheverell, and he ſhould think fit to thun- 
der out bis Anathewas againſt the Parliament, which wy 
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de conven'd at Weftminfter within his Juriſdiction, what 
Power on Earth dare reverſe a Sentence ratify'd in Heaven? 

I have but one word more to ſay td you, and that is by 
way of Supply of a deficiency in the Doctor, who has o- 
mitted in his Difcourſe one falſe Brother, I mean ſuch a Bro- 
ther who cannot be fatisfy'd, till he has by Perſecution 
compell'd all ſorts of Men to come into the Church. He 
cannot endure that Atheiſts, Deiſts and Socmians are per- 
mitted to abſtain from our Holy Communion, Now I 
think that a troe plain-dealing Brother would rather ſuffer 
the Atheifts, Deifts, and Socinians to diſtinguiſh themſelves 
by their Separation from the Church, that they may be bet- 
ter known than truſted in the State, as alſo leſt our pure 
Church of England, the Bullwark againſt Popery, and 
Crown of the Reformation, ſhould be diſparag d with a 
numerous Communion of Acheifts, Deifts and Socinians, 
who by penal Laws will ſaffer themſelves to be wrought 
upon to frequent our Communion, whereby our Church 
will be crouded with Hypocrites, and our State. ſapply'd 
with a dangerous fort of Churchmen. | 

To conclude, Sir, let theſe furious Men harangue with 
ever ſo much Oratory againſt Toleration and Moderation 
yet Gentleneſs, Meckneſs, Tender-heartedneſs, Readineſs 
to do good, Calmneſs and Benignity, are fare Declara- 
tions of Divine Communication to Men, and belong to 
Man's Holineſs and Integrity in the carriage of himſelf in 
God's Family towards his Fellow-Creatures ; and if an 
thing is clearly reveal'd beyond all diſpute in the Goſpel, 
"tis Toleration of one another, and Moderation towards 
each other. Theſe things are ſo very plain, that for ought 
I ſte a Man had need to commence Hocker in Divinity, in 
order to miſtake ſo plain a matter. 


I am, SIR, with reſpect, 
Dec. 2+ 1709. 1 
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